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TVGC held its first ever formal     

Task Week this year, between the 

24th and 29th May inclusive  -  and 

it was a great success, according 

to all those who took part and a 

good many other members too. 

 

A total of 13 pilots took place, flying 12 

different gliders over the week.     

Participants were:                                   

John Caldwell (LAK),                              

Paul Holland (Discus),                               

Simon Grant & Ian Hall (Janus ’B’),      

Dave Plumb (Libelle),                              

Rob Harkness (Libelle),                              

Simon Leach (Astir),                                 

Rois Lorenz (LS8),                                      

Rob Parker (Carman/Discus),                  

Kristina Samuels (Pegase),                     

Colin Metcalfe & Geoff Davey 

(Marianne),                                              

John Williams (Libelle). 

 

The objectives were threefold: 

 To introduce less experienced  pilots  

to Cross Country Tasks 

 To challenge more experienced       

pilots to raise their game 

 And to provide a fun environment for 

everyone to help each other enjoy 

their flying 
 

The organising team laid on a               

professional-looking event with Daily  

Briefings in a Marquee, including weather  

forecasts, notams and optional tasks to 

suit everyone. A catering team provided 

breakfasts everyday, an informal BBQ on 

the first evening and a big BBQ on the 

Sunday that attracted 40 members and 

guests.  

Daytime and evening temperatures were 

just fantastic and the camaraderie made 

for a great atmosphere. 

Tasks were flown on four of the six days 

despite less than perfect soaring          

conditions, which were making it tough  

for the less experienced pilots.  Task Setter 

John Williams planned routes that were 

challenging but do-able (mostly). 

The high pressure system which made 

soaring difficult also made for a perfect 

week for just about everything else.     

Several members camped and            

caravanned on site with al fresco dining 

most days (including breakfasts at 

8.00am). The group were joined by other 

members on the Thursday evening for a 

trip out to the Indian Restaurant in 

Messingham. 

 

FRONT COVER PICTURE (by Geoff Lloyd): 

Robin Parker and Larry Lawes trying out Janus ‘TV’ on Saturday 17th June 

T R E N T  V A L L E Y ’ S  F I R S T  TA S K  W E E K  
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Tasks were somewhat limited due to the 

high pressure and restricted to the area 

to the south and south west of Kirton. 

Mostly set around the 150km mark,      

several gliders completed tasks on most 

days. 

Simon Leach and Rob Harkness               

experienced their first field landing         

(in the same field).  

Simon Grant and Ian Hall managed to 

avoid the expensive crop when landing 

out at Blyton in an asparagus field 

(above). 

Colin Metcalfe and Geoff Davey had to 

call in at Sturgate on the final task day 

after struggling to reach the better 

weather south of Gainsborough. 

An extended May Task Week will be     

repeated in 2018 and will hopefully be 

over eight days, dates to be announced. 

Provided we can get the support, this  

format should offer maximum possibilities 

for better cross country weather. 

Robin and Pete Dixon are organising a 

second Task/General Flying Week to take 

place in August this year. Watch out for 

the dates and join in.  

In the meantime there will be plenty of 

opportunities for cross country flights this 

season.  

 

Our hard working public relations 
and promotions officer Mark 
Gradley, pictured above, does a 
first class job in bringing business 
to the club in the form of flying 
evenings and group visits.  

Together with our Voucher sales, 
this is a valuable and vital source 
of finance for the club. 

However, despite the considerable 
effort that Mark puts in, we are  
also dependant on the membership 
to support him by ‘manning’ the 
various events that he organises. 

There is a band of regulars who  
almost always respond to his calls 
and the club thanks each and every 
one of you for your commitment. 

We desperately need more      
members to assist with these 
events  -  both to spread the load 
so it isn’t always the same few  -  
but also to encourage Mark to keep 
up the great work that he does. 

To those who feel that we fly too 
many visitors and hold too many 
group flying events, please        
consider the alternative. Less    
revenue from non-members means 
we will all have to pay more to 
make up the deficit! 

Thanks again, please continue to 
do your bit! 



K I R T O N  W A V E  

R O B I N ’ S  T W E E T       
 

 

 

Hi All, 

Well, since the last newsletter the weather has 

been relatively kind to us. April saw some club 

members expanding their horizons and some 

of us also had a great week up at Portmoak. 

Plus the Task Week, which was great fun and 

well attended. The highlight for me was a   

couple of days at Easter time. 

On Easter Monday, Kristina Samuels and Simon 

Leach both flew their Silver distance  flights. 

Kristina had her first field landing near to      

Saltby, about 70km, (thus getting the hurdle of 

her first field  landing out of the way and Simon 

turned Saltby and flew back, which was146 

km. Not bad for a first cross country flight. The 

following day Rob Harkness flew to Saltby and 

landed there. 

Kristina has flown her 100km Diploma flight 

with a Kirton, Pocklington out and return, and 

Simon and Rob have completed their first field 

landings (In the same field, during Task Week)! 

So Kristina and Simon now have their Silver 

badges, with Rob (just) having his 5 hours to 

do to complete his which is a great start to this 

season. 

Geoff Lloyd has his NPPL and Simon Maddison 

and Mark Gradley have both passed their      

exams. Congratulations to all three.  

The Task Week saw many tasks flown and a 

great time was had by all. In addition we had a 

very successful Open Day, thanks to Paul Hol-

land and everyone who helped. 

 

Janus and the Club Fleet 

The Janus is now operational. This has been a 

lot of work (and paperwork) for Kristina, who 

took this on as  Project Manager (thanks). Kristi-

na has had to make countless emails and 

phone calls, sorting out so many things from 

purchasing the instruments, to getting the up-

holstery done and so much else in between. 

And talking to and emailing the French, Ger-

mans and the BGA, chasing up paperwork. 

Who would have thought that importing a 

glider could be so complicated. A BIG thanks to 

Kristina for all of her work on this. 

This glider was bought with the intention of       

expanding the role of our third Two Seater.         

The Janus’ primary role is as a Cross Country 

trainer. Of course it will be used for other     

purposes as well. The Acro will still be our main 

basic trainer glider. The Puchacz was/is to   

continue as the glider for more advanced      

flying, Spinning and Aerobatics etc. and       

passenger/mutual flying etc.  

The K13 was to be disposed of; however the 

Puchacz is going to need some work on it and 

won't be available for some time. The intention 

is to retain the K13 until the Puchacz is back 

with us. 

Please be extra careful when handling the    

Janus, it has a large one piece canopy, so be 

very careful when opening and closing this.  

Also, it will be necessary to be extra careful 

when getting it in and out of the hangar.     

The wing span is a metre longer than the Grob 

Acro, and the fuselage is around 15 inches 

longer too. 

If you'd like to have some cross country training 

in our Janus, then it will be for you to find a 

suitable instructor to arrange things. The glider 

will have to be booked on the calendar on the 

diary on our “Free Flight” website. 

 

Safety and Winch Launch Cables 

We have, as a club, become somewhat       

complacent in our handling and operation of 

the winch cables, I feel. 

I want to remind everyone it isn't long ago that 

one our members was pulled into a glider by 

his leg at some speed by a cable being           

retrieved by a car, which fortunately caused 

severe bruising to his leg AND managed to 

break a chunk off the wing of the Marianne.  

He could have been towed under wing of the 
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glider which would been much worse! 

So a narrow escape there then. And just the 

other week, an aircraft became tangled up with 

the cable, fortunately resulting only minor   

damage. Lucky again. Well we can't rely on    

being lucky all the time can we? 

So what can we do? I think one way we could 

be safer is to minimize the amount of crossing 

the cable that we do. It was the case some years 

ago we never crossed over a cable. We may 

have to return to that. The reason this is no 

longer the procedure is because now the cables 

are so close to the side off the runway because 

the crop is now where the grass used to be.  

Also (and this is runway 13/31) the cables are 

now on the western edge of both runways    

instead of just the one. If we could never cross 

over a cable, we would have to wait until it was 

used or have it wound in. This would obviously 

not be very convenient and would affect our 

operation adversely. But safety is paramount. 

I think we could minimize the problem to some    

extent by not taking out the cables from the 

winch until they are required. Also by           

communication. For example, before starting 

out from the hangar area with a motor glider   

or other powered aircraft, the pilot should radio 

the launch point and advise the launch point of 

their intentions. The launch point could then 

ensure (by radioing the winch driver) that the 

cables stayed at the winch until the aircraft is 

taxied down, or at the very least advise when 

the cables were likely to be out of the way. If it 

was likely that it was going to be a long time the 

cables could be wound in. Similarly, members 

towing out gliders could telephone the launch 

point (07808 515513) to ascertain the position 

of the cables before setting out with a glider in 

tow. 

And one more thing. We wait on the cross run-

way with a glider that's being retrieved or being 

towed back to the launch point. Or with an   

aircraft waiting to taxi back to the hangar. 

Please bear in mind that you and the glider 

must be far enough from the  runway being 

used to winch launch, so that there is NO      

possibility (bearing in mind any cross wind) of 

any cable or weak link etc. falling onto you. 
 

Glider Daily Inspections. 

It appears that someone has been                    

disconnecting the controls of gliders left out 

overnight! Then putting back canopies and    

covers so that it was ‘undetectable’. Shocking 

but true. On 2 occasions now. This has been  

reported to the police and it is to be hoped that 

their involvement will be the necessary            

deterrent.  

So please carefully check that your controls are 

connected after your gliders have been left out 

overnight and for anything else that may be   

untoward. 
 

Summer Task Week/Flying Week 

With the success of the recent Task Week in 

mind, I'm hoping to organise another week for 

some time in August, so those interested please 

let me know. 

 

That's it for now. 

Happy landings, Rob. 

  



 

GALLERY 
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Above: Phillipa Woods awaiting a launch in the 

Grob. The big smile confirms its another solo! 

Above: Andy Johnston peruses the sky as he waits in 

the winch launch line with his Discus, 

Above: The inaugural flight of TVGC’s Janus was from      

Darlton (where it had been inspected) on Wednesday 

14th June. The crew for this flight were  Simon Grant 

and Geoff Davey 

Above: Geoff Lloyd stands proudly in front of the    

Motor Glider immediately after passing his GFS test,          

thus completing his NPPL.                                                            

Congratulations Geoff and well deserved. 

Right: York Minster photographed from                   

Marianne ‘Z35’ on Saturday 3rd June during a flight 

in which soaring conditions in the Vale of York were 

among the ‘best ever’. 

All  pics by Geoff Lloyd, except for York Minster (G Davey). 
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OPEN DAY GALLERY 
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Facing The Future 
With The Chairman   

A few months ago I was asked to run for 

election to the Board with a view to 

becoming Chairman. I was reluctant at 

first, having not enjoyed club policy-making 

when last involved.  But I was persuaded 

that I am one of the  better qualified for 

the post within the club and I suppose I do 

have the experience  -  six years on the 

committee/Board in two spells and three 

years as Treasurer during my 23 year 

membership. So I agreed and I thank my 

fellow Board members for their faith in me, 

having elected me Chairman. 

And my first Board Meetings have 

reminded me of why I was reluctant! 

Most members will by now have heard of 

some of the issues we face as a club in the  

coming months. Our finances (and our 

resolve) will be stretched, not least due to 

very expensive but necessary repairs to the 

Puchacz and to a lesser degree, Astir ‘DJX’. 

Our clubhouse roof is leaking badly and 

must be repaired sooner rather than later. 

There is a list of slightly lesser issues with our 

buildings and equipment but too long for 

this article. 

Our Fleet, premises and equipment have 

not had a lot of money spent on them over 

the years and we now have to address 

some quite serious renovations in all 

departments. 

All things considered, I feel the Board will 

be wrestling with some difficult decisions 

this summer, though we obviously have to 

do something; I will keep you posted of  

developments as we work our way through 

the various issues.  

 

 

The club’s history is littered with examples 

of the membership overcoming seemingly 

impossible odds and, like those before us, 

we too will work and manage our way 

through the difficulties ahead.  

Whilst on the subject of finance, Robin has 

now completed the composition of his  

sub-committee to look at options for 

replacing the Pawnee and they will be 

moving that subject forward asap. 

In the meantime the Janus is now online 

and we have three two-seaters and two 

single seaters for the soaring season.      

Enjoy them. The more you fly, the better 

value your membership! 

Our recent Task Week was an unqualified 

success and I hope that we will stage other 

events that offer something different and 

bring members together socially as well as 

for flying. 

Despite the low winch launch fee of £5.00, 

numbers attending on flying days have 

been disappointing, adversely affecting 

the launch rate and therefore revenue. We 

should all take advantage of the 

opportunities that the summer weather 

brings.  

There are several months ahead for us to 

tackle our personal targets, whatever they 

may be. That’s one of the beauties of 

gliding; whoever and wherever we are in 

our gliding career, there is always another 

challenge.  See you around, 

Geoff Davey. 
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‘Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility’  
Andrew Wilmot – TVGC Safety Officer 

 

I am sure you are all aware of the need to operate our Club 

in a safe and sensible manner.  The British Gliding              

Association is committed to safe practices with the objective 

of facilitating a sport gliding environment where the levels 

of risk are as low as reasonably practicable.  This is achieved 

through the implementation of a Safety Management      

System, and a process  of continuous improvement.  

The TVGC Committee, along with other Club Members, give many hours of their time to     

ensure the continuing safe operation of TVGC. However, we must never become complacent. 

In the last year, we had too many ‘near miss’ incidents, which are more often than not caused 

by someone deviating from long established BGA safe procedures, whether on the ground,     

at the launch point, or in the air. 

We have a very good culture within TVGC of ‘self checking’. If you see someone deviating 

from established procedures usually a gentle reminder is sufficient, is often welcomed and is  

all that is required. Our supervision on normal flying days is good, as we usually have a duty 

team. This is not always possible on weekday ad-hoc flying days. When flying on these days 

please always maintain your vigilance as to what is going on.  

If a Club Member has any safety concerns please feel free to approach me, in confidence if 

necessary. If we don’t know about a potential issue, we cannot do something about it. Please 

be assured it will always be dealt with in a friendly and diplomatic manner.  

There is now a new separate Display Stand situated next to the  Briefing Boards holding the 

latest Club Safety Information, and the regular BGA Safety Updates and Pilot Information. This 

is an initiative recommended by the BGA to draw all the required Safety Information into one 

place.  

Free Copies of the new BGA Booklet ‘Managing Flying Risk, Guidance 

for all Pilots and Clubs’ are on the Safety Display Stand. Please collect 

a copy, read and use for your reference.  

 

 

Safe and Enjoyable Flying - Andrew. 



BLUE SKIES, SILVER DISTANCE 

TIMELINE: Monday 17 July 

FORECAST: BLUE 

TASK: Pocklington O/R 

First Cross Country for  

Club Janus 

GLIDERS:  

Libelle ‘CVL’,  

Club Janus ‘TV’, 

Marianne ‘Z35’ 

—————————————————— 

Over a casual cuppa it was decided that 

despite a very blue day and no          

guarantee of thermals, let alone their 

strength or reliability, all three would   

attempt the 100km task to Pock and 

back. 

A puncture in Simon and Ian’s Janus 

meant a change of plan and the club   

Janus was pulled out of the hanger. 

Ali Bell took care of the launches in the 

Pawnee with a late start (around 

2.30pm) allowing for the best chance of 

lift. 

Once under way, although having to 

search for thermals, when found the lift 

was fairly reliable. All three gliders        

experienced some ‘lows’ , JW down to 

600’ near Pock. 

The return leg was with benefit of a 6 

knot tailwind, final glides commencing 

north of the Humber. 

Touchdown around 4.30pm, gliders 

packed away and a cold beer! 

From Top: 

The  East Coast in the far distance; 

The Yorkshire Wolds; 

The Humber from 1000ft 


