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Dear Members 
This will be the last article that I  write as   
Chairman of TVGC. You will be aware that all  
directors of TVGC are required to seek                
re-election every three years and for me that 
time has  come. After much consideration I have 
decided not to seek re-election primarily         
because I have taken on a new role at North  
Lincolnshire Council which means that         
effectively I have returned to full time work. 
 
Now seems like a good time to review what has 
been achieved during the past three years and it 
is important to understand that this is not about 
individual achievement, it is about the collective 
achievement of a group of people who work effectively together in the best interests of 
our members. I can genuinely state that the TVGC Committee is the best committee that I 
have ever worked with. The Committee does its work in a professional and respectful 
manner, it listens to members and it is able to make tough  decisions. There will be vacan-
cies on the Committee this year and I strongly recommend that eligible club members 
consider standing for election so that they can influence the direction that the club takes 
in the future.  
 
I have heard the conspiracy theorists claim that Committee members act with self         
interest and have hidden agendas. In my experience this has never been the case. Whilst 
all Committee members are encouraged to air their views which are always listened to, 
they invariably accept collective decisions. From my perspective you will be aware that I 
favour a “mixed air sports” approach rather than a pure gliding club as I believe that 
there are too many gliding clubs in this area a consequence of which is that our          
membership is unlikely to grow much beyond the present 75.         (continued overleaf) 
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I have however accepted the views of 

club members and many Committee 

members that TVGC should be a pure 

gliding club. This is reflected in our busi-

ness plan and  in recent policy changes 

such as the new sustainable financial 

membership package which clearly en-

courages people to take more glider 

launches. I therefore think it  is right and 

proper that an advocate of the pure glid-

ing club approach should chair the Com-

mittee going forward.  

The business planning system in place    

allows the Committee to forecast income 

and expenditure, monitor performance 

and plan for the future. It also enables 

members to hold individual directors to 

account. The club now has a policy    

framework which underpins decision   

making and an effective health and safety 

management system which contributed to 

us winning a BGA safety award in 2016. 

Decision making is transparent and      

committee minutes are freely available to 

all members. 

A key factor in the safe management of 

any gliding club is the quality and quantity 

of instructors who not only teach others 

but also supervise flying operations. We 

have a succession plan in place which is 

identifying those with potential to instruct 

and we have a training programme in 

place to support their development.      

The BGA is now encouraging instructors   

to upskill to a full rating and TVGC are   

providing that training for members. 

 

Our airfield is more secure than it has ev-

er been. Members will recall that the 

MoD were trying to engineer a solution 

that put the airfield into the ownership of 

an acquisitive land owner whose only de-

sire was to see us gone or at best con-

fined to a single runway. We successfully 

frustrated those attempts and have se-

cured a protected lease that clearly gives 

us the right to use two runways which are     

themselves now explicitly marked on 

plans. We are free to use the airfield 

whenever the weather is suitable and we 

have good relations with other tenants of 

the airfield. The airfield is now designated 

as grade 2 agricultural land and council 

policies do not  permit solar farms on 

such land. The new local plan will not per-

mit residential development on Kirton 

Airfield. The next challenge will come in 

2021 when it will be necessary to negoti-

ate an extension of our lease. 

 During the past three years the club has 

held a number of events and of particular 

success were the Open Days which        

generated a great deal of interest and 

quite a lot of money to support our        

activities. The club has also supported 

Scunthorpe Armed Forces Day and has 

been very generous in donating vouchers 

to a range of good courses. For our    

members we have had various flying 

weeks, ad hoc mid week flying and a very 

successful Aim Higher week in May last 

year. 
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Members have also had access to the   

normal club training facilities which     

during the last three years have been    

enhanced with cloud flying training,     

aerobatic training and motorglider PPL    

training all of which lead to nationally  

recognised qualifications. 

Perhaps most noticeable have been the 

investments we have made in equipment 

made possible by our improved financial 

performance. 2015 saw the successful  

introduction of the Eurofox glider tug 

which, in accordance with members  

wishes, has supplemented rather than  

replaced the Pawnee. Our launch control 

bus was replaced in 2016 and this was 

made possible by the excellent efforts of 

members in converting it to it's present 

format. The tractor and grass cutter were 

replaced in 2016 thanks to a community 

grant from North Lincolnshire Council and 

now we have an all-glass fleet with the 

forthcoming introduction of the Janus. 

On a more down to earth but equally    

important note we have an additional 

workshop converted from an old      

portacabin, an extended bus garage and a 

new diesel tank, again all achieved by the 

efforts of members. On a really down to 

earth note those bloody humps have 

been removed!   

Lastly but not least we have introduced an 

integrated electronic logging system 

linked to flying accounts and are about to 

introduce a new, more sustainable         

financial membership package. This again 

was the subject of consultation with club 

members and amended substantially as a 

result of that. 

In summary, it has been a challenging but 

successful three years made possible by 

an excellent Committee and some very 

hard working members. I feel comfortable 

leaving the club in the hands of the      

current Committee any one of whom is 

capable of being an effective chairman. 

If I could ask three things of members, 

this would be them: 

1/ Be friendly. Make everybody who 

comes on site welcome but most of all be 

kind to other members. 

2/  Fly more. We will soon have a       

beautiful new Janus and cheap launches. 

Ask our instructors to take you cross  

country and find out how much fun it can 

be. 

3/   Learn a new skill this year. It could be 

driving the winch, it could be driving the 

new logging system! Do it for the benefit 

of all.   

As for me, I aim to remain a member of 

TVGC towing gliders, instructing in gliders 

and  instructing in motor gliders. I also 

plan to fly to various parts of the UK and 

Europe in the Eurofox and in other aircraft 

to which I have access. At the moment 

things with engines are of particular      

interest but who knows, in a few years 

time I might be tempted back into silent 

flight! Thank you all for your support   

during my time as Chairman of TVGC and 

have a great 2017. 

RICHARD HANNIGAN 
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ROBIN’S TWEET      

Well I think fair to say that this Winter period has 
been particularly poor, weather wise. As a club 
we've flown very little as a result. So some will of us 
will be a bit “ Rusty” with our flying. What's the  
remedy? A good dose of flying, I'd say. 
If you are not current you must check with the    
duty instructor if you are OK to fly or not.             
Depending on their judgement they may require 
you to undergo check flight/s before you fly.     
Generally you will require a check flight if you've 
not flown for 28 days. However, if you are very   
experienced and were in regular flying practise, the 
duty instructor may decide that you are OK to fly in 
the prevailing conditions. This is the instructor’s 
judgement. Not yours. I hope that's clear. 
 

Annual Checks 
 
One way to see if you are up to speed is to have 
your annual checks done. 
We need to be getting on with these asap, it will be 
soarable soon (I Promise) and you really don't to be 
grounded waiting for check flights when you be 
soaring do you? This year, there will be a couple a 
Cable Break checks and a “Launch Failure” .              
If you are not sure what the difference is your duty 
instructor will tell you. 
Also, there will the usual Spin and Stalling checks. 
If you are not convinced of the value of these 
checks, could I just remind you all that it was only 
last December that a very experienced and well 
known glider pilot was killed following a winch 
launch failure where he spun in. A circular           
regarding this has been emailed to all members and 
a copy of the same is up in the Launch Point bus 
and the Club House. 
 

Mutual Ratings 
 
Some of you have been granted the privilege of 
having a Mutual Rating  -  a privilege that can be 
taken away. Just to remind you, P1 for the flight 
must be declared to the log keeper before the 
flight, P1 Must fly the take off and landing and all of 
the flying once at circuit height, and of course take 
command in any emergency  situation.   
 
Any breaches of “ Airmanship “ or examples of poor 
T.E.M. will be taken very seriously, and may lead  to 
the removal of your Mutual Rating. I do not want to 
see anyone taxying up to gliders on the ground or 
the Launch Point bus.      

 
Always leave yourself some margin for error and 
somewhere to go in case you overshoot your    
landing and ground run.  
 

Just to remind everyone..... 
 
1. Don't interrupt anyone who is rigging a glider. 
2. You'll need independent rigging checks after   
rigging. 
3. Don't interrupt anyone who is D.I.’ing a glider. 
4. You need to be current to fly solo or as P1.         
To be current, you must have flown during the   
previous 28 days. Unless authorised by an             
instructor. 
5. If you are current on winch launching but not on 
aerotowing, you will need a check on                   
aerotowing. Or vice versa. Any doubts about this 
please check with the duty instructor. 
6. Always check that ballast weights have not been 
left in the glider you are going to fly.                         
(If inappropriate) 
7. If you've used a ballast weight in a glider, please 
remove it when you've finished with flying it. 
8. If you've not got  Silver Badge, or X Country     
endorsement, you need to get a briefing from the 
duty instructor before flying. 
9. You will need to be cleared for Cross Country  
before flying cross country. 
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If you had two field landings last year, you don't 
need field land checks this year. Field Landing 
checks can be performed by myself or my deputy 
Dick Hannigan. Please see either of us to arrange 
them. 
10. You will need to have your log book signed for 
Cross Country clearance. 
11. When you've landed, do not try to “taxi” off of 
the runway. We had a glider damaged the year     
before last when someone got this wrong. 
12. Hangar Landings. When landing a glider on a “ 
Hanger Flight” remember 
this is not a competition to see how close you can 
get to the hanger without actually crashing into it! 
Or the winch cars or people who are near it. Please 
give yourself a good margin for error. Instructors 
should be setting an example. 
13.  “ Competition Finishes” It is a good idea to   
practise these now and then especially if you are 
likely to be flying in a competition soon.               
However, this should be done in a safe manner,   
you must radio your intentions and practise good 
T.E.M. ( Threat and Error Management )                    
or Airmanship in the old vernacular! 
 

Janus Two Seater  
 

The club has recently purchased a high                  
performance two seater, to replace our ageing 
and little used K13, it was useful to have a 3

rd
 two 

seater during in busy times, and when one of the 
other two seaters was unserviceable for whatever 
reason, by getting this superb aircraft, which is 
only a little less in performance than a Duo Discus, 
we now have another role for our 3

rd
 Two seater.  

 
The role of Cross Country training glider. It can be 
daunting, flying cross country for the first time, so 
having some training in a two seater can be an 
aide to those    concerned, and a lot can be 
learned in one or two training flights, things that 
could take a pilot years to learn on their own. 
Which should instil confidence. And be fun to 
boot! 
 
It is envisaged at the time of writing that there will 
be a booking system, with prospective P2's            
arranging an instructor and retrieve crew prior to 
booking. 
 
 
 
 

 

Care of the Club Fleet. 
 

We now have our Grob Acro back. And it looks 
great. The trouble was the rest of the club gliders 
were now looking a bit neglected by comparison. 
Fortunately Kristina organised a Glider cleaning 
weekend recently where Kristina and too many   
others mention, got on some old clothes, got 
stuck and set to and cleaned up the rest of the 
club fleet. The results are amazing, the Astir DJX 
has never looked so good and the Puchacz has 
been transformed too. Now we want to keep the 
gliders looking that way. To that end the hose 
pipe in the Tug Hangar will be replaced to enable 
the washing down of the gliders, and there will be 
cleaning materials kept in a locker in the glider 
hanger. Part of the daily routine will be the clean 
the gliders when they come out and to have any 
mud etc cleaned off before being returned to the 
hangar. 
 
This task will be allocated like the others at the    
morning briefing. Kristina has offered to keep the 
cleaning equipment and supplies stocked up. Also 
there will covers to put on the wing-tips of the     
gliders to protect the wing from the tyres put on 
them when used. These are Your Gliders, please 
look after them.  
 
And that's it from me, I wish you all a good safe     
flying year. 
 

Robin Parker, CFI 
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THE MISSION 

CFI Rob Parker has been keen on improving the 

Club fleet by adding a decent cross-country         

machine, so when he spotted a Janus ‘A’ for sale in 

France at a reasonable price, a trip was hurriedly 

arranged. It was based seventy-five miles to the 

south of Paris  -  a round-trip of a thousand miles.  

Inspect the glider and strike a deal if it passed      

muster. Simple. 

THE JOURNEY OUT 

Robin picked me up at 6am and we set off looking 

forward to a full English breakfast at Dover whilst 

waiting to board the noon ferry. Hold-ups along the 

A14 and fog on the M20 meant a later than 

planned arrival at Dover. We had to postpone the 

fry-up till we got on the boat. Alas, breakfast service 

terminated, lunch only. We both opted for the fish 

and chips. Big mistake. The brown plastic triangle 

masquerading as fish surely had  never seen the 

sea?  Probably the worst ever. 

As the trip was pre-Christmas we had decided to 

call at the Calais Wine Warehouse where we spent 

more than we intended. Never mind, the wine rack 

looks good now!  

Back in the car and south towards Paris. It turned 

out that Rob’s Satnav was his phone; small screen 

but ‘Jane’ seemed to know what she was doing.   

As we ran close to Paris she wasn’t so sure so I    

resorted to the map Rob had provided. I struggled 

to make any sense of it in the dusk so we put our 

faith in ‘Jane’. As we neared Charles de Gaulle    

Airport we wondered if we were going in the right 

direction. Minutes later we were passing through 

Terminal Three and knew we were in trouble as a 

woman with three suitcases flagged us down! 

With little option but to stick with the Satnav, we 

were soon traversing an industrial  estate and 

goods yard. Ramps, railway lines, mega potholes - 

this became a drive to save the wine as the clinking 

bottles in the boot were voicing their displeasure. 

We did eventually get back on track and rolled into 

the remote village of Vinneuf at about 9.00pm.    

Hotel, food, wine, bed. Maybe things weren’t as 

bad as we had been thinking? Not so fast. 

THE HOTEL 

The picture of our accommodation opposite should 

assure members that their money has not been  

frittered away on luxuries! As it happens, whilst 

looking like a khazi from the outside,  it was a little 

gem. We arrived too late to eat as rural France was 

closed (as ever). After ‘Jane’ took us through a 

ploughed field en-route to nearby Bray sur Seine in 

search of sustenance, we did  manage to find a little 

bar where we had a couple of the best draught 

French beers I have ever tasted. No food though. 

The rooms at  ‘La Pastorale’  (a B&B in fact) were 

fine and the continental breakfast the best food we 

had on the whole trip. 

THE CLUB 

CVVFR - Centre de Vol à Voile de Fontainebleau et 

sa Région (translates as The Fontainebleau &       

Region Soaring Club) sits adjacent to the beautiful 

village of Episy, some 15 miles east of                   

Fontainebleau. It shares the Moret-Episy Aerodrome 

(in a stunning setting) with a power club. Some 

years ago, they kicked out all private glider owners 

and the 150 members all use club gliders.  

Their fleet – wait for it – consists of 4 x ASK 21’s, 2 x 

Duo Discus, 4 x LS 4’s, 1 x Ventus, 1 x LS8,1 x Discus, 

1 x Pegase. They have an ASG 29 on  order and the 

sale of the Janus to TVGC will pave the way for a 

third Duo. They have a Pawnee and a Rallye for 

their aero tow-only operation. Their fees and 

launch rates are modest. 

Robin and I were at the club for only a few short 

hours but could not have been made more         

welcome. The hospitality extended to an invitation 

for our members to visit and fly with them.             

THE GLIDER 

When we ‘inspected’ Janus F-CEPF, it bore a      

competition number ‘33’, representing it being the 

33rd Janus ‘A’ to be built by Schemmp Hirth. It is 

forty years old in 2017 and has been with the 

CVVFR its whole life. ‘One lady owner from new’,  

as it were! The gel coat is in excellent condition, 

having been re-finished in 1994 and never 

launched by winch. It has recently undergone its 

6,000-hour check at a cost of 10,000 euros. 

The all-flying tail plane and flaps will make it a  

handful for the less experienced pilot but with a  

40-1 performance it will open up cross-country    

flying opportunities for club members. 

The negotiations with the Club President over price 

(and a very strong coffee)  were very proper but 

relatively brief and successful. 

 

BUYING A  JANUS  -  LATEST ADDITION TO THE TVGC FLEET 
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THE JOURNEY BACK 

We left CVVFR on schedule and feeling pleased, 

driving through lovely rural lanes for the first half 

hour before passing beautiful Fontainebleau and 

joining a Route Nationale for Paris.  

Anyone who has driven on the Paris Peripherique 

will know the propensity to miss a turn, get lost. 

‘Jane’ wanted us to go to Charles de Gaulle again; 

we declined. Out with Robin’s road atlas. The page 

with Paris in the centre bore no other resemblance 

to where we were or wanted to go. I noticed that it 

had been produced in Slovakia (bless the EU); 

there were no names on it that coincided with the 

signs we were passing. The locals were driving like 

madmen and we eventually pulled over in the   

centre of St. Denis and agreed to ignore both 

‘Jane’ and the map. Common sense prevailed and 

within five minutes we were on Autoroute A1 for 

Lille and Calais! 

We rolled into the Port with minutes to spare for 

the 6.00pm sailing. Dinner on the ferry, how       

exciting! Chicken Tikka Masala. Marginally better 

than the Fish (emphasis on marginally). 

Robin was clearly anxious to get home. After a 

white-knuckle ride from Dover to the Dartford  

Tunnel with centrifugal force pushing me against 

the passenger door on the right-handers, we      

settled into a steady ride up the M11 and A1. Rob 

dropped me home at 10.15pm, a mere 40 hours 

after leaving.  

During that time we had covered 1100 miles, raced 

with the best of them on the French Autoroutes, 

battled with the madness of driving around Paris 

(twice), thanked and cursed ‘Jane’ in equal 

measures, re-visited the beauty of France and 

picked up a load of cheap wine. Oh, and bought a 

lovely glider! 

Geoff Davey 

P.S.  Ian Hall and I set off on February 7th to collect 
the Janus and had perfect journeys both ways.   
Ian did all the driving whilst I navigated. I avoided 
the Perepherique by taking N104, a little to the 
east but offering a quick and traffic-jam free cruise 
past Paris both out and return. 

The Janus trailer towed really well at an average 
60mph most of the way, and we arrived home on 
the afternoon of the 9th . Job done! 

‘La Pastorale’ Chambre d’Hotes. Much better inside 

than it looks from the outside, Honest!‘ 

Club gliders trailered and hangered for the winter 

Viewing Janus ‘A’  F-CEPF at the Moret-Episy aerodrome 
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TVGC ENTER THE BRAVE NEW WORLD 

OF CLOUD COMPUTING 

Alan Spencer 

  

 

 

We successfully commissioned our new Free  

Flight online logging system in the New Year. 

The Club first started looking into updating the 

logging system many months ago back in 2016, 

but the decision to go for an online and fully 

‘cashless’ system was not actually made until just 

before Christmas – so the schedule was always  

going to be tight to get something up and         

running for the start of the new financial year in 

January 2017. 

Whilst the previous laptop-based system served 

the Club very well over many years, technology  

has moved on since the days when our late friend 

Peter Bellham devised that system.  Back then,  

electronic banking was still coming in and we’d 

have thought that ‘cloud-based computing’ was 

something that your fancy new vario did whilst 

underneath a cumulus! 

The main drawback with the old laptop system 

was that it did not keep a cumulative log of the  

flying hours and financial data – it only created    

an individual file for each flying day. This meant 

that a lot of time had to be spent manually         

copying and pasting all the individual files into a 

master database – so that we could collate things 

like the aircraft annual statistics. The task fell to 

Doug Knights, whilst I had to do a similar task to 

extract the financial data for the banking and the 

accounts. 

Historically, everyone paid on the day by either 

cash or cheque. More recently, a member’s flying 

account scheme was introduced whereby       

members could opt to be invoiced monthly for 

their flying. 

We had thus ended up with quite a mish-mash  of 

charging and payment systems. There were still 

large numbers of cash transactions to be dealt with 

and we had to use a professional bookkeeper to do 

the invoices for the monthly payers.  

 

 

 

To rationalise all this, it was decided to go over to  

a system whereby every member would have an 

individual flying account showing their fees and 

charges due and any payments made. It was also 

decided to go over to a fully ‘cashless’ system, with 

all payments done electronically. 

Following a thread on Gliderpilot.net on the    

subject of gliding club logging systems, we were 

alerted to a couple of new web-based systems that 

were in use with other clubs. The benefits of a 

web-based system were substantial - it meant that 

members could view their accounts online and 

club officers could access the databases at any 

time. 

We identified the Free Flight system as being the 

best package for our needs and instructed its      

designer Maurice Bent, to set it up for use at Trent 

Valley. 

The only other issue was how to get internet into 

the bus. On Maurice’s recommendation, we 

bought a 4G router and got a data-only SIM card 

from GiffGaff.  

Two months in and apart 

from a few little tweaks 

here and there, the system 

works really well. We are 

looking at acquiring a new 

laptop to use at the launch 

point as this should a little 

less fiddly than the tablet. 

The 4G internet also works 

really well. 

 

   

       Alan Spencer 
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Annual Flying Awards for 2016 
 

The Flying Awards for 2016 were given out at the Dinner and Dance at the White Heather on Sat-
urday 4th March. Although 2016 turned out not to be the best of years for gliding there were 
still many flights of note and some great achievements by some members. It was my please to 
present the awards once again. They were: 

 

1. The Marcus Kimball Shield for the Highest Place in a Competition. 

This was presented to John Williams who managed a 5th place in the Club Class Nationals           
(and a 14th Place in the Standard Class Nationals also). 
 

2. The Fournier Trophy   -  This was awarded to Steve Nock for gaining 2nd position on the Club 
Ladder. 
 

3. The Ladder Trophy  To John Williams, highest position on the Club Ladder (19248 points). 
 

4. The Dixie Dean Trophy To Kristina Samuels for the Best Flight by a non Silver C Pilot,            
a 5 hour Flight in her Pegasus. 
 

5. The Cossington Commercials Cup To John Caldwell for the Best Height from Kirton Airfield. 
A wave flight to 9000' in his Lak12. 
 

6. The Ray Parkin Cup    To Steve Nock and Kristina Samuels for the Best Flight in a Club Glider.  
In the Puchacz at the Two Seater Competition. They flew the Puchacz around 277km of a 286km 
course. (A handicapped distance of 332km) Outstanding, just another 9km and they would have 
won their class in the comp. It was a flight of around 6 hours! 
 

7. The Trophy for the Most Outstanding Flight. To John Williams who flew                           
Kirton-Bicester-Diss-Long Sutton -Kirton. A 513Km a Handicapped Distance of 576km at 81kph in 
his Libelle. 
 

8. The Matt Tierney Trophy To Pete Dixon for the Most Improved Cross Country Pilot. 

Pete flew a Handicapped Distance of 352km in his LS4. 
 

9. The Judge Johnson Trophy To Simon Grant and Ian Hall. 

For the Best Flight in a Two Seater. 315Km Kirton  -  Silverstone O/R. 
 

10. The CFI's Cup. To Nicole Woodford for the Best Ab Initio. 
 

11. And Finally! The last and the least. The Muggins Cup 

Presented to Liam Colleran.  For the Slowest Retrieve in Club History. Well that might be an ex-
aggeration.....But Kristina and I had only flown about 50kms. And it took Liam 5 Hours to get to 
us... And he nearly got run over by a car at Pocklington to boot. Buy him a pint and he might 
tell you all about it! 

 

Rob Parker, CFI 
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Kristina Samuels spent tree weeks in South Africa 
over Christmas 2016 and experienced some     
serious gliding …………  

 So when I first came across Soaring Safari, I thought 

‘great, I love gliding, and would love to do a Safari and 

see the Big 5 so what a great idea to see the animals 

from the air’.   

Soon I realised I would be seeing very few animals 

(unless you can include glider pilots when they can’t fly). 

The sound of 30 degree heats, 10knot + thermals and 

not being in the UK for Christmas or the run up to    

Christmas sounded even more appealing. A few crazy 

and envious looks from the people at the club when I 

said I was going, and some very encouraging words 

from my dad “What’s the worst that can happen, you 

might get eaten by the local tribes when you land out. Get yourself off he said, it’s a once in 

a life time opportunity……. You are insured aren’t you?”  

A few months later my bags were packed and I was heading to New Tempe Airfield,  

Bloemfontein in South Africa. I was welcomed to with Storms, Torrential Rain and Flooding. 

What had I let myself in for? The next day proved to be just as I expected. Nice high fluffy 

clouds. New Tempe Airfield is 4500ft AMSL so before even getting in the air I was at the top 

of the average UK thermal. It took a couple of days to adjust to the heat and Altitude. The 

setup at Tempe Airfield is great. Hangers and Shade Nets with Gliders I can only dream of 

owning or flying one day. The obligatory club house with a well-stocked bar and Braai, and 

a swimming pool known as the communal bath which brought a very welcome relief after 

a hot days gliding. 

It took a few challenging days to get used to the aero tow, all that thermic activity it’s like 

been on a rollercoaster ride. None of this ‘don’t strangle the stick’, you hold on for dear life 

and breath again when you release.  

Gliding in SA is not the most scenic, it’s about getting high just from thermals (20000ft 

AMSL), and going fast over long distances. Those 10+kt thermals were there and fantastic 

but along with them came the horrific sink. The ground gets close very quickly out there 

when you are in bad air, you start choosing your fields when you’re about 4000ft above 

ground. The weather was crazy, one day you would be flying in a dust storm, the next a 

lightning storm. No day the weather was the same.  Tasks were set every day for all abilities. 

They ranged from 300km to 1000kms. I would have loved to have done a 1000km but I 

was drained after 500km days; you also have to fly super-fast to be back before sunset.   

Maybe next year!!!! For those that are thinking about it I say just do it, it’s an experience you 

will not forget.  

K 

K R I S T I N A ’ S  G L I D I N G  S A FAR I  
S e r i ou s  soa r i n ’  (no ‘g’) i n  S ou t h  A f r i c a  

Kristina with champion pilot and  

mentor Mannie John McLauchlan 
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Pics from Kristina’s African Safari 

From the top: 

A Perfect Day; 

Caught behind a rainstorm over 

the Bloehof Dam; 

The Koffiefontein Diamond Mine 

The last soaring flight of 2016 at Kirton 
was on Saturday December 3rd.          
John Williams took an aerotow to        
cloudbase (2,000ft) from Runway 13 in 
Astir ‘DJX’ and had 63 minutes under a 
cloud street to the south east of the airfield. 

The first soaring flight of 2017 was 78 
days later when on Sunday February 19th 
John flew for 40 minutes in his Libelle. 

The first real soaring flight of the year  
however was on March 6th with a three 
and a half hour flight during which a task of 
112km was completed by…..JW of course! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Blanchard, Geoff Lloyd and Larry 
Lawes having a laugh on a TVGC night 

out. 

 

Jonathon Salt and Liam Colleran are col-
luding to arrange the next social evening, a 
Curry Night in Brigg. 

They will be announcing details soon, with 
a meet up for a drink in a nearby pub prior 
to the meal. 

All club members are welcome to attend 
what always turns out to be a great social 
get together and meal. 

 

The Last and The First 

Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak No Evil 

Curry Night in Brigg 



TVGC TASK WEEK        May 24th - 29th  

 

Open to all TVGC pilots with  

Cross  Country Endorsement.  

 

Entrance fee includes: 

 

• Advance support and advice provided 

for less experienced pilots plus           

assistance with task planning for all 

 

• Daily Briefings with Tasks and weather 

forecasts 

 

• Daily and Weekly prizes and awards for  

initiative, for ‘aiming higher’ and for 

every pilot who completes a task! 

 

• Free camping and caravan parking; 

BBQ on Sunday 28th May 

  

 

 Multiple tasks with multiple 
Turn Points to suit all levels of 
experience 

 Choose your task: Simple Out 
and Return to first TP or    
continue to further TP’s  

 No Gridding. Choose your 
own time and method of 
launch 

 Tasks to be flown and scoring 
as per BGA Ladder rules 

 NOT a competition but an 
opportunity for all pilots to 
pursue their cross country 
ambitions in a supportive 
and fun atmosphere 

 Breakfasts and catering  

 
COMPLETE AN ENTRY FORM NOW! 

£20 per pilot for the six days  

includes 2 BBQ tickets 

  


